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Excel (Intermediate): Look Behind the (Equation) Scene

Scenario: You have a big honkin’ spreadsheet — lots of equations. One particular equation
that you are observing up in the Formula Bar...you’d like to analyze it a bit closer. You’d like to
confirm the values that it is using — without having to look directly at or go to any of the cells
that it is referencing.

You know that whenever the cell pointer is sitting on a cell — you can see the true contents of
the cell up in the Formula Bar (just below the ribbon). >

Without having to actual go to (or look at) one of the cells being reference in the equation —
you’d like to know what its real value is. In this diagram to the right...let’s say we are curious
what’s in cell F105 (of the equation).

Reach up into the Formula Bar and SELECT the cell address whose true value you’d like to
know/see. (See the “DURING” diagram here).

Now, tap the [F9] function key. Voila — instead of the cell address appearing in the
equation...the actual value contained IN that cell (the number 5 in the “AFTER” example
below) appears. Just press [ESC] to put it back to the cell address when you’re finished looking
atit.

Not a biggie — but it can save you some running around (the spreadsheet) time.

R - -1, WO 11|\ SO\ | | SR

W o EERE
= ::'HMWNLOOKUP{D“»LEtECthgES:VLOOKUP(Flm:DEVSLEtE:Z}LE_{ =IF(F4>0,VLOOKUP(D4, Late Charges, VLOOKU D (T { =IF(F4>0,YLOOKUP(D4, LateCharges,YLOOKUR(§ JaysLate,2)).0)

= = = = ; 5 = = & TViooxUPleemp el D E F G [VLOOKUP(lookup_value, table_array
ENTAL WAREHOUSE ZNTAL WAREHOUSE =NTAL WAREHOUSE
Regul Regular Daily Tota Regular Regular  Daily Total
Type of Regular Days Regular Dally Total Tot -g'::l::f Rental E:Y: Rental Late Late .Igj:t;f Rental E:Ie Rental Late Late C‘:’::ragle

Rental Rental Late Rental La Late ch Days Charge Charge _Charg Da Charge  Charge _Char
Days Charge . charge—. Charge ST 7 T3 T 7 T 265 oriaoys B VT 1 [ T Ts 2%|rabaels 276§ 57
W 1 1 32,75 5 ¢ G 1 0 5 350 § - % G 1 0 $ 35 % - 5 - § 35
< c - D 1 6 $ 350 % 375 § 2250 % Zouu® - ot oo

n e El n T 2 En T



