
  

Windows: The French (keyboard) Must be Stopped! 
 

In an earlier tip, I explained that you can accidentally change your keyboard language by 
pressing the [CTRL][SHFT] keyboard combination. Excel users (well, efficient Excel users) are 
more likely to do this because the keyboard shortcut for selecting to the very bottom of a 
range of data in Excel is [CTRL][SHFT]   
 
Since [CTRL][SHFT] caused the French characters to start appearing (you get an é when you 
type a ? mark) that same key combination ([CTRL][SHFT]) pressed once (if you have two 
keyboard languages installed on your computer) or twice (if you have three keyboard 
languages installed) can fix the problem – temporarily. 
 
But who wants to have to keep fixing this issue manually? 
If you do not need a keyboard shortcut to change the 
keyboard language layout (and really…why would you?) – 
then disable that shortcut:  
1. Right-click the keyboard icon displayed in your System Tray (at the 

very-bottom right corner of your screen). 
2. From the list that appears – choose SETTINGS. 
3. At the TEXT SERVICES AND INPUT LANGUAGES window – click the 

ADVANCED KEY SETTINGS tab (top of window). 
4. Then click the CHANGE KEY SEQUENCE button (bottom-right corner). 
5. When the CHANGE KEY SEQUENCE window appears – in the SWITCH 

KEYBOARD LAYOUT panel (on the right) - select the NOT ASSIGNED option. 
6. Click OK – then click OK again. 
7. Rejoice at never having that annoying keyboard switch happen to you, by accident, again. 

(NOTE: you can still use the keyboard icon, down in the System Tray, to switch keyboard 
languages…it just won’t happen to you by accident anymore). 

 

Janet’s Tip #104 


